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Y. THE WAR

. 1 l
I arrived a2t the barracks in Trowbridge in much trepidation, not caring what
happened to myself, but afraid of the consequences to Elza. (She soon in
fact went voluntarily into 2 psychiatric home, and died of cancer.) I was
ashamed to think that T was one of the many men who in one part of them-
s=lves welcomed & call-up if it took them away from a situation grown
personally intolerable.The call-up paper had brutally and simply solved &
relationship which had baffled me. T felt all the worse because I knew that
‘espite (or because of) my ten years under such exacting conditions, in
which I completely suppressed every impulse except those finding outlet in
work and thoucht, T had been strenrthened and pade what were for me great
gzins, while she had long ctagnated and gone backward, Jjailed in her fears.

Zut T found thst by and larpge the mass of the men called up, to judge by

those in the Special Operators Battalion, suffered in some depres from my 3
own divided attitudes. hile they often cursed the Army and lonced for |
Civvy Street, they were all the while drawing sustenances from the com unal!
way of living and felt in their controlled lives a sort of largeness and

freedom that they did not feel in their civilian existence. The Two Fulls:
They were rearcd to adore the snug limit --
aoor closed on the weorld, and familypawe.
kitchen-glow, bedroom's re;id climate,
Father's word as Taw,

Through years of school or work they've striven
to kesp the burrowing fear entire,

The world by the money-storm is driven;
shelter of home is their deepest desire,

And now the facade has fallen away

maimed in a blétz: and the draggled fragments
of that doomed life obtrude on the day
pathetic shards of a privacy shamed.

But -they want to get back to that street, the same one,
rebuilt perhaps with a few more conveniences:

Civvy Street lights in their hearts that flame,

meoated parlour, no-trespussing fences.

That is the dream which slumbers unstirred

by ABCA postwar reconstructions,

or the Platoon-Red's goading words.

(me letter from home explodks all absiractions.
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Yes, adnit it. They are certainly shy-birdsa.
It*s not that they're obstinste, not that only.
Hot that they're stupid, cynical, tamed,

fed far too lonz on the fake and the phoney.

o

Great changes do not some as blueprints, though
blu-prints are born of them; but first as fissures
they come, as turmoil dreamtangle, and slow
evacuation of untenable positions.

The basis conflict wrestles out of sight

in terms lomg hod from workaday consciousness.
Bill's paper-shop's gone broke, it isn't righi:
Small angers accumulate, and large distress.

8o here. New ways of life beget new habits.
Not only resistance springs [rom army-ways.

Tn this comrunal life new potencies
are veinjmout, to bridge the abrupt zap.

Jokes weld it, jokes against #t. In the laughter
new bonds are warnly struck. It first appears

in mess-room, sleeping-hut, in comnon fears

and hopes. It is completed some time after. -

The sense of a different union at last coheres
in anzer that can kill. Terror shakes it,
fails and finally forms it. Life is good
in that murderous c¢ircle of brotherhood.

I thoroughly enjoyed the life and got on wpll with the mﬁﬁdrs.}ﬁut fur

E—— e

LI who for ten years had spent most of my life as if T were a Trappist monk
now passcd without any sense of suerprise, ¢irain, or discontinuity in

the noisy open helterskelter kk existence of a soldier.

L

meant I was going to continue my mope-career, at @ somewhat less grusllinp
spesds, at Catterick. I couldn’t bear the thousht of more morse at any
sneed whhatever, and appealed fo my conpany-comnander, a decent pld risen-
from-the-ranks officer. I told him T was an author (to he verified in
Who's Whol] and I couldn'i bear to think of the safety of the Zritish Army
if T was to handle mon®-signale for it. §o next day I had a very differen)
sort of interview. The Jolonel =aid, actually lockins at me, "#¥ell, what

can I for you, Lindsay?" I asked to be given any sort of glerk-job. fe

told the adjutant to find me a place in the Pattalion Orderly Room. 'Ve
don't need anyone else." "Find him a place.” 58 T bocame = clerl in the

tirderly Room. I found later that T owed my sood treatment +to the fact that
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hi=h morsc-stecds: and this I found nerve-reckinm. Tinally I was marche

in for an "intervie with the Iiuskneratekiellawlolonel, our commander,
& Gt 3 L) 2
Mo »o | £hran=h :"Iy record goid Datte :-Icki ] _-_" was marched outs. Tia
N
L

to continue my mome-career, at @ somewhat less gru
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the Colonel had two passions: trobkfishing and Clecpatra ~- and he had
read my novel on that gueen. _
For near a year and a half T worked in the Orderly Wloom, in Trnwrbridgé
and then Douglas, Isle of lian, doing all the jobs from keeping the files
to making out daily orders. The major who wos second-in-command was an
intelligent man, who kept {rying ¢, push me into applications for sone
role as an officer. At his pressure 1 even went for an interview as a
Btaff Officer, secure in the fact that I had no idea whatever as to what
a stafffnff?ggﬁ}wﬁﬁn head of the interviewéng officers turned out to have
been a director of Methuen's and we had a pleasant chat about publishing.
I had joined the communist party as soon I was called-up and found
many members in the battalion, though the only person whom I saw persec-
uteﬂfﬁés a labour-party member, who had been an ardent trade-unionist. A
comsiunist who used to bring in reports from a nesy pocket of the Tntellig-
ence Gordps told me that he had spent most of the war so far spying on
m,T. premises. T soon found that unless the vetting secticn of Intellip-
ence, located at Ceford, had some joil-senternce against-annié name, they
never spotted a communist; 111 the army's fears seemed directed against
getive trade-unionists. ifter ABCA with ite insistence on discussion got
zoing, the REducation and Rats Officer (who combined the two most despised
rales at officer-level) pof together a dozmen soldiers whom he had picked
out as nnusually in.elligent; I was one of them. Looking round grutiously
and lowering his voice at our first meetins, held to consider what to do
ahout ABCA, he remarked, ""You know we've got to be careful sbout this
sort of thinr f2l1lins inte the hands of communists.” Eleven of his listen-
ers were communigs, and the other e was a Trotahyite.

T held clasges on Varxist dizlectics for the U'reebridge branch and
hel@ to organise the party-members in the battalion., TNot that we did sny-
thing but Hold political discussions. If any trouble was caused -~ Tor
instsnee over food, the one explosive metiter in army-life -- it was alway:
by some spontaneous and ribald rebel. Sut 2 fair amount of MRICA work came
my way; 8s all the officers hoted it. At the end of our gquare-basliing
veriod, we hzd an empty sfternceon in the class-reom. 'Let Tindesay tell us
about Rusasiam, ' the others suggested. And so T told them. Everyone wus

sure that the Ted irmy was doomed and that Hitler would talke Moscow hefore
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Christmas. I asseverated that Hitfer would never take Moscow. T had ne
superior sotree of knowledge; T mersly had an entire faith in the Russians,
Aut when: the Cermans were driven back, everyone thought I must know & lot
about Russia and what was going on there. Iater in the Isle of Man ny old
captain asked me to zive the company a lone address on the Baréidge Teport
He knew nothing about it but had got the idea it would ensuvemgﬁe men
didn' gzet an unfair desl lilke the veterans of 1214%. 30, u nahla to mnake
head or tail of what I was sayinpg, he repeated now and then, 'Iisten, men,
it's very imoortant for your future."I Hand't realised that T was to give
o gegond t21llk the pest week, so prevared nothing. Sud-ienly callied away
from the Owderly Toon to addrsss the company, T didn't know what bo say, so
T jave them the a summary of Lenin's Imperialism, which 1 had recently
reread, while the captien, thinkineg it Peverikdre, repeated his recomnend-

ations. .
& soon &8 I had my settled position in the Crderly Reom T tried to

write » varifous poems (later collscted as Second front) and 8 long narr-
ative poen on the Uieppe Raid, Intc Action, which hzd large sales. I start
¢d & novel on Udessa in 1917=8, which was to have told of the fightipg im
catagcombas; hut ag soon as T zot on to politics it seemed o go dry snd
lse. 4o, drawing on tle stories of friehds in the battalion who had been
st Uuakerk, and usiaz material from the army-publicntions in the Orderly

toom, I wrote @ novel, We 3hsll Retfurn on the phoney-wazr =nd the fighting

in France. The queation of choice appearad in the memories of my chisf

charocter, memofies of three pirls of different social nogitions. ‘ter,
N : " 2

findine an intelligent chmp who fad gone through the campaig- in Grece and

crete, and once mors ucin: aray-records, I wrote Beyond ferror. fart of

tha theme here unz the sirus-le between t ose who seemed to mp to have the

%]

right wiey o an antifircist wvar, nnd sectarians who wanbted Lo inmpoze
rizid =nd narrow zims: As I had fo submit ths boske to censorship hefore
they ¢ould be iszued, I wza not ofreid of using seeret army-mrteriil --
not that anything lying =bout the Orderly Soom was likely to have any

high priority 2s = secrst document. ‘nything really seeret was Kept by the
ad jutant in o safe. (A soldier told me laoter that on the ahip talking him
aver to lormundy for the Second rront the captdin was reading & copy of Ve

ahall Reaturr.)
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army-career) when I was in charge of letters and filing; he had got perm-

ission to live out with his wife, a likezble girl who had been the first
woman fitter in Handley Page (aircraft). From her I got the job's feeling

and technical d=tails.In the novel she finds her husvand called up soon
after marriage; at the works she grows in moral strength and independence,
half-falling in love with a communist.Her husband, on his return from fight
-ing in the Near East,seems a complete stranger; but after the shock they
manage to cross the barriers and find that they have both matured.HNere,as
in the two army-novels and the poems, the tfjeme was growth in moral stature.
despite inner conflicts, through antifascist understanding and activity.
However,before finishing this work,I was called to London.Passing thruﬁL

L)
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8 cretence at actuality,; which ~luays toolk army-audiences in, A sliszhtly

gkhvering second =lieutenant comes in to say that some show o other, Ye

e
0
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=
i
= |

sn't ‘elear what, has throught, so, since’ th= nen are thaere, they

might a5 well hsve n discussion, Cfenuine groans from the audience. Nfter

all, we'lre fightinp the fermans, s=ys the second-lisutenant, we ought to

=now why, surely. Hore groans, Twe actors, planted in the sudience, start
an arpgument. One says the only pood German is a dead one. The other suys
he was in Germany before the wer and he Ynows something about ths psople
at first hand, The seccond-lieutenant calls him out, He sterts telling
about the fanily he was lodging with, and the play comes fo 1ife out of
his ronarkes. We ses a UGerman family divided betueen Witkerism znd iks
degocracy. At one point the Hitlerite son tumns theﬁﬁﬁgiﬁﬁgeitgntn a
Hitlerite meeting, and 50 on,.

Though alight in its script, this play wag 'an excellent sxambdle of the
sort of thing we set out to do. e wonted plays that provided = certain
amount of information abhout the war and its mims, but which overcame the
resistonces that any audience, especielly an-army one; feEI; to & ploy
with a message. S6 we thousght out a2ll kinds of dedges, on and off the

stage, to implicate the audience and startle them into paying attention.

For instance, in Lend-Ie se, prebably the best all-round play we achieve
we used verious visusl effects: 2 =m3x maimed veteran playing a hurdy-
gurdy to repré@nt what happened when the people let themdedyes he fohhed
off with talk sbout & land f£i% for heroes, or a fussy clﬁgﬁfﬁgth a ladger
EE %Egrgﬁggtcihgh%uggigefinancial gide of lLend-lease, Scones were short
gnd pointed; ond verse wes used for specisl effects or for a sudden
helpghtanine of emntion. Thus, when we ewitched from the directly politiec
=]l ar econonic Aspects of Lend-lesse, on %o the mopal isaues, I wrote
the seenes in verse; we wanted to zive the effect that in nutisrs of

life and death for a whole civilisation the money-napect faded out and
the ledpers simply could not be bulanced. T recall the First performance
of this play, é{ a very larpe audednce in = hall at Aldershot. It was
esgential th=t the goldiers shéuldn't rec:pnise thelt werse was being

nased or that they were hein- smotionn” 1y zot-at. Hax ‘Turing the play

it wasg glear that the audsdnce wan pennidely sripeed; and oy chats with

.

various memhers sfterwards -- they didn't koow who T waz - showed that

the varse had had thz &ffect of heirhtened emotfon without any awareness
on their oAyt of m change in style.

e e am T mmmaes e sE b Rl adbtot L bl LOIE DY s
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& the plays oft te be given in niscen<huts or the like
Sar aw ‘ron any normsl stape-fagilitien, #e éid withHouth Scensry or
anything but the sinplent of nrons. We carrisd our own Zighting-system

ind relied almost wholly on cflects of light and shadow to convey plzce

and circumstuabge, and to conirski one semse wWith another. & recsll for
exarnle how & £ ilway-station vas wvery effectively supgented by a di:
gdgrestion of A barriar and = law-=kan-inr lizht. ‘hig extreme bhoreneze
of cunningly-wariad setiing had o he Tinked with = sinplicity, conciss-
atsa, ¢nu et compaciness of opesech end regen ion of conflict,

I read and studied the d#“ﬁeﬁf““ lays of the t eatre of the iew
‘etl in the v.5.4., but thouch I learnsd Trom them sanethin~ of how o

set out =n economic or golitical arpument in terms holh shsiras:t and yetl
theatrically effeciive, our method was essentially our own. Tronm my point
of view the great thing was the neel %o write or devisge éu&$¢¢m14£?.s
mass-aidience, who had to be apvroached in the simplest terms, but with-

out any condescension . The meed to get down te the plainest bedruek of

drama and use any devige whatever that was lilkely to jut over one's 1
pointy: sirony visual images, muzie=hnll songs, realistis dial 3e.,

lezoriceal figures, bursts of iglence oetryy all strang tozsther on

line of develeping arpument. (ur themesz and attitudes we ool from the
sort of thing set out %y ABCA in its Bulletins and se oni 7 put in mueh
cesearch {o snsire than Bny facts ve urad wers correct = presented in !
= trite persnectiveg 00 ¥ lated to our declared war-aims. 2

One cpiscde is worth mentioning for the light it throws on fhose .

aims. Hitchcock had come over fron the T.3.A. and wanted to do a docum-
entary film; he saw a production of our Lend-Lease and said at once that ;

was just what he wanted. I discussed the matter with him and dvew un a

filmeseript; he didn't want a single detail chansed from the play-vursiaq
Then suddenly we heard that he wasn't going to do/the film. Iater we were
told that he was overruled from somewhsre high+-up: the public in America
knew prectically nothing about Lend-Lease and the authorities thousht &t =
would be most unwise to enligten them. As Hitechcoek wanted a film for

distribution in both Britain and the States, he had therefore dropped the.|

idea. How correct the judgment from high-up had been we learned later,
when after the liberation of Paris we staged seversl of our nlagsj?ar

allied troops in general, One American
he forced his way behind the scenes g

was ‘8o nnrareu by Lend-Tease that
—_—
L = s d S 3
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Iuckily Tiwasn't abailable. Yet in the play we had been more than friendly
to Roosevelt and to the contribution made by Tend-Tease to the war-effort
That was aprarently what infuriated the American, who consilersd that |

his cguntry was shown as a sucker, pouring out money and goods for the

decajdent nllies who wanted to pay nothing in return. E
:
¥

=
g
|
-

.iliggﬂ;’whon neny the and of ths war we oub on several of our ploys

for bivilisp pudisnces at the ¥Ex /\rtg [heaire, the eritiec of the lsus |

Chooniele, dn =n effort to be helaful s=nl to otress the strongs imasct of |

the the pl=ys, remasked that if they were piven widely they would loge
iliions of votes for the 'ories, the Army Council under CGraége seized
ths chaaes to jump on ABCA, which they 4ad ®lways distrusted. Williams,
g director, was c=lled on to appesr Lefore t em 6n B charge of Sceinl-
=t propesanda. lowewer LHhe penernl olectiens had intervened beflore the
date given, nnd nothing happened,

MacOwan ‘had made geme efTcrts to change'my rank, Since the Werk T wag1

doing should heve been that of a2 captain or major; bubt there was such o
|

lagk of oflicers in the Zducation Zorps that if T had been mode an officer

.J



=ad in the army proper, 1 should alwoys have refumed any prombtion bevond

the ranlt of lance-corporsl = upposins anyone ;mad enough te pronmote me.

LIn sSpecial Uperators, in the months before my transfer, we had had larpe

- Entakes of ATS, o =5 tc release men from interec-ptieon work in ingland;

i1f I had not been transferred, I should soom hive jone abros. as cierk in
# Signals section or at lezst talen pard in the formsndy landing.)
‘Until 1835 I hac consigstently tsken 2 pacifist sttitude pnd should have
resisted any call-up whataver the consequences; but the rise of the
antifescist front snd my turn to Ferxism had changed my attitundes =Ny
o

B what T ocould now consider a- Jjust wapr., Tn ADOA 4

erence for me what my rupk was, as T should not be commanding len; but I

I should at once have heen —ooted off to different work. I7 T had eonting

t did not male any diff-

preferred the comedy of belng the Only Private in fthe YWar O0ffice, command-

ing & room &ll ny own vhen c¢olonzls were herded together and treatsd with
respect by bricadiers as some sort of secret-weapon. In the last months
i designed snd superintended aducational films, which ab She end were
deseribed as the work cf\a 8taff Offiger. So in effect T ended %with that
rank, though without the pagyil r

Partly through my armyswork; partly through my sssociniion with
Unity Theatre; pertly beonuse it was a matter that deeply interested mne,
so that I want out of my way to collect mateérial, I had begome aware of
the largescale cultural developments going on agong the people: which
had bezun as soon as the wer tool on a serious antifoscist cnfirinﬁ, =hd
which had intepsified after the Soviet Union entered the war. It is amus-
ing and instructive to note that the intellectuals, now with eyes averted
from the peorle; were totzlly ignorant of all that was happening. We see
the proof of that in a symposium published by the Oociety of AMuthorc in
the summer of 1944 on the subject of The State as Fatron. lot one of the

contributors showed an atom of knowledge of what was happenibg on & vast
scale all yound him. They oll argued the case in a purely abazbtract MRy,
When they did make a positive suggestion, they failed to note that it had
alrendy bBeen put ipto action in a big way. Thus G.D.H, Cole de ﬂw&"/
"a patienally organised system of loza collections, availahle to any
reputable group of borrowers from a yill=ge hsll to & provingizl Art

Gallery." In fact the Pritish Institute of Adult Rducatien, working with

-
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-BetA., hud.besn @b just thot, witn signel success, for a cousle of

M

Jears. The Pilot Pras: was issning & series on Fritish Achievement in
fariime; I spggested & book on what was Foing on in the rkx Arts, and it
#¥=s publishegd, With many phoros. T briefly descridbed how from small
Beginnings, such ms the efforts to distract the hombed-out foll of London
in thn shBliters, a counplex set of orzonisations had grown up, shaming
Sell.5.0. with ite notien of the cheapest =nd must vulpar entertzinments as
the stuff to mive the troopa, =nd bringing the best music, drage, s=ad
misic, to the wer-factories,xxd the big cities, nnd sven the villages.

For instance, Cornish villagers unthuaiasticﬁlly“§£§e§§%§25 Agenistes as i

the Pirst play they had ever ssen. \t each stage of the war the interest

Y
'.._"

dined and deepen=d; and amateur activities of all szorts were stimulated.
I think I am correet in saying that nmy 1ittlu_hunk 8till remains the
only record of what was happening, in bookform —- thougk there must ke a
i1srge amount of meterial to he dugfgﬁ C.E.M.A. reports, in the files of =
the mezasine Qur Tipne (Hee later’, and Buch sources. T am not going to tell
the story here; but T mist elaim that, despite many limitations snd gaps,
there was the basis i;id for a genuine popular culture of a high quality.
The whole thing seemed to me the perfect verification of the belisf that
once people began to feelhit a2ll playing an active sosial role, &» mesterc
of their own fate, in 2 preat shared enterprise to which they gave & deep
spiritual assent, a true nztional culturs began to stir. And,; looking
back, I atill firmly believe thet the evidence worranted that conelusion.
Inevitably ot the same T ovarvelued the developments, feelinz sure
that the petentialities would be =zt ﬂ;m‘éﬂm realised, and not Tore-
zeeing the réwam of the old destructive férces in the postwar yeurs. T

declared:

r;t would be eisy, no doubf, to exz gerate the extent to which the develop-
ments have created a settled demand or stirred an enduring activity smong
the prople. Culture, like freedom, is nevee something which onge gained
can be token for granted; it ie a matter of ceaseless effort. What is
certain is that under the extremely difficult conditions of war with
21l its rigours and rationings we have Beea able o do much more than |
maintain cultural standards. We hive made an icalculable leap ahead, creat-
ing for the first time in England since folkdays & penuine mass-audience
for drams, sonz, music.

It is clear that the nlmost total brsalkdown of cultural activities early
in the war was an advantage in the long run. Tt meant that the problem had
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hecome so vast that makeshift snd loczl efforis would be of no avail. Vst
the sitnztion could not be left where it was or the effects on national
worale would have been serious. ind so & ceniralised organisation of
eulture was made inevitable, the first largescale tackline of the iscues
thnet our country has seen. OC.E.1.'. has the key-psotion in this develop-
=ent, thoush the full story involves nmuch more than the work of ‘any single
gentral organisations When we find is a continual diffusion from the
santre (C.5.0.A. and other national or semi-national organisations) with
continual spontaneous growth of local or rezional asctivities. The Ewo
gtreams meet znd enrich one another...

my.e cprextion of & masz-afndience, hunzry for 2 share in the enjoyment an
aspirations of culture; has inevitably meant = continual breaking-lown of
the old barriers -- the barriers between pedple and artist, audience and
performer, cmateur snd professional... Considerable activity has been
developinz along the lines of contact, but in these primary stages creativ
utterance is aure to be indecisive and even crude, There is no harm in
“hat, It none the less portends the day when the upper snd lower levels '

Lwill be coming ¢loser into effective fusion. ST e Tl

s = & est

1 should have added that the "breakdown of cultural activities®,
h led to the new situation, hed its bemefiwial o N ;
. t all commercialised entertainments and thus enabled people to

gn in a life-and-death Fiiiiii-ywnrld.

vuo GHAnces vhat the ABIA play- |

: & because it elim—%!
whic
inated almos
£ind "what they wante

...... pn s easr

units r-ave me. I wrote for Martin DIrown a poetic decumentary on the ﬂhristj
ian Resistance to Mitzer on the Continent (including nlso the Jews of t
tarcaw), xxkghuhe The Whole Apmour of God, which he played first at Zaling

und then took on tour with his Pilgrim Players, performing in village and
other churches, and ending in Newcastle Cathedral. I also wrote.declamat-
1 = - ru T L 5 i 4 5 3 3 T

ions which were Egrﬁiﬁgeﬁirgiﬁi f?grnﬁ%§ef?$_1g,uglp, given in Hegents
Eark and elanwhere,nguﬂ a documnentary play, using song and verse, Zonvoy
to Murmansk, shisk for the People's Theatre at iewcastle. Finally, I wrote

2 play on Robin Hood, Robin of Angland, for Unity Theatre, in which T

nsed the dewise of 2 wandering singer to open the play and link the scenesj

This plasy I wrote at the suggestion of Ted Willis, who was then running

Unity, and T meant it as an epithalamion for /nn and myself. (Willis had |

collaborated at ABCA, taking part in discussions and contributing a few

- '} W
scenes to the plays.) The theme of Dobin was the problen of discipling e .
L)

xaﬂﬁﬁ%rband to s msrious purpose without the 1gss of their gspontaneous
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ecome so vast that makeshift snd loe:

the situation conld not be left where i
orale wonld have been =meripus. And

culture was made inevitable, %he fiy

efforts would be of no avail.Yet |
was or the effeets on national |
centralised orcanisation of

argescale tackline of the is-ues ‘
that our country has sesn. O.5.M... has the key~-psotion in this develop- |
ment, though the full story involves much more than the work of any single
centrzl organigations When we find is a continual diffusion from the
centre (C.E.M.A. and other national or semi-natjional organisations) with
continual spontaneous growth of local or rezionnl sctivities. The two
sieaneg meet and enrich one another... |

Tve creation of a masz-asdisnce, hunsry for = share in the enjoyment and
aspirations of culture, has inevitably mesnt a continual breaking-down of
the old barriers -- the barriers between ne®nle and artist, andience and
performer, amateur and professional... Oonoiderable activity has been
developing along the lines of contact, hut in these primary stages crestivd
utterance is sure to be indecisive and even crude. There is no harm in
that. Tt none the less portends the day when the uvper and lower levels
will be coming cleser into effective Tusion.
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incidentally we may note that it was the way in whieh the 0ld Vic =nd the

|
{
|
|
sadlers Wells Dallet had to go out inte the prnvinceHﬁ adapt themselves tof
such h in,the minige. tow

new and pﬂﬂﬁiS% éﬁd%égg 3f:tﬁﬁ% r%&i%mligaﬁsthem and enabled them to play |
an enlapged part in the postwar vears.

I was not satisfied with using only the chances that the ARCA play- |

units gave me. I wrote for Martin Brown a poetic documentary on the Christy
ian Resistance to Mitder on the Continent (including also the Jews of 4
lfarsaw), whxakxhs The Whole Armour of Jod, which he played first at Zaline
and then took on tour with his Pilgrim Players, performing in village and
other churches, and ending in Hewcastle Cathedral. T also HTﬂtEfﬁ:Elﬂm&t—

ions which wer erfom g ]
ions wh rere gr ‘.“-Jfﬁgegs‘lr%iﬁdn ’f-;.hur AL CY
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Fark mnd elsewhere,’ynd a documentary play, using song and verse, “onvoy

tin, given in Regents

e
Lo lMurmansk, wxkick for the People's Theatre at iewcastle. Finally, I wrote |

a2 play on Robin Hood, Hobin of England, for Unity Theatre, in which T

used the dewiee of a wandering singer to open the play and link the scenes
This play I wrote at the sugzmestion of Ted Willis, who was then running
ﬂ;ity, and I meant it as an epithalamion for Ann and myself. (Willis had
collaborated at ABCA, taking part in discussions and contributing a ng
scenes to the plays.) The theme of Robin was the problen of iincipliaﬁ e

r&gﬁgirbaud to n gerious purpose without the loss of their sgpontanecous

retoan st Ao wadk .



